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Waterbeach New Town Supplementary Planning Document 
In December Nick Dines and Chris Callaghan of RLW briefed Hazel, Judith and myself on their proposals 
and concerns for Waterbeach New Town. They are keen that the development is planned holistically and 
that the Supplementary Planning Document lays down guidelines which ensure that the development is 
undertaken comprehensively. They feel that any ransom strip (against them) will defeat the aims of 
intended phasing and will depress viability and reduce the amount of affordable housing that will be 
delivered. RLW would like to build across tenure and affordability at each phase, and to build at pace, 
rather than allow developers to dictate the speed to delivery. I think my DC colleagues and I feel that, 
whilst U&C’s first phase is planned close to the Cambridge Research Park, ideally we would prefer the 
initial development to grow organically from the edge of the existing village, so the first phase feels part 
of Waterbeach village, rather than a remote enclave.  
 
Cambridge Northern Fringe East (CNFE) 
The first proposals for this area were considered in early 2015 but at that time it seemed impractical to 
consider developing the site because of the proximity of the Wastewater Treatment Centre. More 
recently a bid was made to the Housing Infrastructure Fund, set up to enable development of housing on 
sites previously deemed to be too difficult to develop. This bid has passed the first stage and the next 
stage is to prepare a new Issues and Options Report, which will review and respond to the main points 
raised during the consultation on the first Issues and Options Report in 2015, the adoption of the 
Cambridge (City) and South Cambridgeshire Local Plans and consider any additional evidence.  
It is anticipated that the draft Area Action Plan will be available for public consultation in Spring 2019. 
There will be many benefits to developing a residential area within walking distance of employment areas, 
Cambridge Regional College and public transport but as the development will focus on public transport 
and car-free living, I am concerned that in Milton we will be afforded some protection from displacement 
parking.  
 
Homes for our future 
People are being asked to comment on Homes for our future: The Greater Cambridge housing strategy, a 
new draft document published jointly by Cambridge City and South Cambridgeshire District Councils. It 
details how the two authorities will aim to meet housing challenges for the next five years. It is a 
collaborative document to reflect the linked economy and housing market across the areas. A public 
consultation is being run until Friday 25 January 2019 to help residents have their say, giving them an 
opportunity to shape and influence the draft strategy before it is finalised next year. You can comment 
here https://www.scambs.gov.uk/consultations/ 
   
Bin collections 
Following adjustments during the Christmas period, collections will return to their regularly scheduled 
days from Monday 7 January. 
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